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CHANGELOG Actions District To Reduce Business Hours During Furlough COLUMBUS -- Officials in Ohio's largest city are hoping a furlough will be an easy one for businesses. The Columbus Division of Police plans to furlough 40 full-time officers, which means they will not work from Monday to Friday for three weeks. The shortened schedule means less staffing on
weekends, making the district's goal of restoring the full complement of officers this summer easier to accomplish. But the Columbus Division of Police also is working with the state, trying to find money to keep the same level of officers on the streets, said Melina Moore, a spokeswoman for the department. She said the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation might have some

money to share with the division. The department also hopes that some of its supporters in the private sector will pitch in to help fund one officer for every 18 or 20 officers, she said. "We're just doing the best we can," Moore said. The Columbus Division of Police is still in the process of developing a new budget, but district commanders said they were confident they could
absorb the furlough without laying off any officers. Division of Police Director Kim Jacobs said having such little staff during the summer could mean "it's a perfect time for a criminal to take advantage" of people on the streets. City officials have decided not to cut pay for the furloughed officers. Officials hope the additional pay they will see from being on unpaid leave will
offset any reduction in their income. Relying on the support of volunteers, the division is recruiting entry-level officers to fill the ranks, after the furlough. Those officers will make about $33,000 a year, compared to about $50,000 for the full-timers, Moore said. They also will work about 10 hours a week, compared to the average full-time officer's 28.5-hour workweek, she
said. The division hopes the new officers will be in the trenches, where they can learn from the experiences of the full-timers. "We're going to be getting a great opportunity to get a huge influx of the new people," Moore said. The division plans to use the next six months to train the new officers, so they will be well-prepared to return to work after the furlough is over. "We're
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